REUNION WEEKEND - TEES VALLEY YOUTH CHOIR

Final Information Update - November/December 2006

COST FOR WEEKEND: £10 per person — includes hire of music, rehearsal venues, hire of
Marton Country Club + nibbles, coffee etc. PLEASE PAY ON ARRIVAL.

Dear Friends

I am sure that you will wish to know that the present Youth Choir is through to the Grand Final of the
BBC Choir of the Year — which takes place at The Millennium Centre, Cardiff on December 10",
It will go out on BBC 4 on December 16™....... something to look forward to!!!!!!!

I cannot believe that it is nearly one year since we booked the Sage Gateshead and asked you to be part
of what will be a very exciting weekend. I am so delighted that you are going to be part of the whole
event. This letter will begin to explain events and the information is also on our new website
www.teesvalleyyouthchoir.co.uk

1. PROGRAMME

1* Half: Brahms Alto Rhapsody with Anna Stephany and Massed A Cappella items.
2" Half Carmina Burana

2. ARRIVAL

Friday 2"! February - Arrive by 6.00pm Rehearsal will begin 6.30pm

Please register and hand in you £10. You will be given your seating numbers, music and an information
sheet. If you arrive late there will be someone at hand to help. We will rehearse Massed Choir Items
and Full Choruses of Carmina only, at this time.

Rehearsal Times:
Session 1 6.30 — 8.00pm Break: 8.00pm - 8. 20 Session 2 8.30—9.30pm

Saturday, 3" February
NB. If you cannot arrive until the Saturday — go through the registration procedure as outlined above.

9.15am ° Tenors and Basses arrive
10.15am Sopranos and Altos arrive
Saturday: Session 1 9.30 — 10.30am Men Only (Brahms)
Coffee Break: 10.30 — 10.50
Session 2 11.00 — 12.30pm. Sectional rehearsals
( Sops / Altos — Main Hall — Tenors and Basses — Dining area )
LUNCH 12.30 — 1.30 please bring your own lunch — coffee / soft drinks available.
Session 3 1.30 — 3.00pm - Full choruses, Carmina plus
A Cappella items.
3.00 -3.30pm Break
Session 4 3.30-4.15 Brahms - piano rehearsal with Anna -
Male Voice Choir + solo sections only.
Session 5 4.30-5.30 Male choruses — Carmina
Session 6 5.45-6.00 Female choruses.
Session 7 6.15 Full run through — Carmina

I hope to end by 7.15pm - if everything is going very well
I will try to end earlier to save voices etc.

8.00pm — 11.00pm Marton Country Club has been booked for a get-together so that everyone can
relax after a very long day. Debbie Palmer and Stuart Hannah, ex Youth Choir members, known
professionally as “Megson” will perform a Cabaret Spot. They are making quite a name for themselves
in the Folk world and will have CDs on sale. “Nibbles” will be available.



3. CONCERT SEATING

There are two different seating arrangements — one for each half of the concert. You will be given your
seat numbers when you arrive and register at the rehearsal at Acklam. Seating plans will be on display
in the hall.

4. CONCERT DAY

12.30pm Arrive at the main entrance, The Sage Gateshead and register.
The BARBOUR ROOM will be your base for the rest of the day.

Rehearsal times:

1.30-2.30 Chorus seating and rehearsal — First half seating plan.

2.30- 3.15 Break

3.15 Choir assemble for Carmina rehearsal

3.30 -5.00 Carmina rehearsal with orchestra — 2"" half seating plan.

5.0 Sops and Altos leave — ( free until concert begins )

5.20 - 6.00 Tenors and Basses rehearse Brahms Alto Rhapsody with
Orchestra.

6.45 Choir assemble in the BARBOUR ROOM to go on stage.

7.00pm Concert begins

At the end of the concert we hope that people will stay behind to relax and chat. An upstairs bar will be
open.

5. DRESS

GENTLEMEN - Black shirts, black trousers, black socks and shoes — no DJ. This includes the
Youth Choir Tenors and Basses.

LADIES

PAST MEMBERS: White Blouses, Long Black Skirt, Black tights, Black shoes.
NB. YOUTH CHOIR : 1st HALF — Red Tops 2" HALF — White Blouses

6. AUDIENCE and TICKETS

We want this to be a wonderful success. The seating capacity of Hall 1 at The Sage Gateshead is 1650.
There will be approximately 50 guests and therefore we wish to sell 1600 tickets.
Tickets will be priced at £10, a very reasonable price. There will be no concessions

Please help us to achieve our goal, which is a FULL HOUSE. You can do this by ensuring that at least
5 people come to represent you.

Tickets are available now, only from The Box Office, The Sage Gateshead.

7. CHOIR NUMBERS

If for some reason you are unable to sing PLEASE LET ME KNOW ASAP as we have submitted
the list of names to The Sage. 200 singers is the maximum that can be accommodated on stage!

Finally, Audrey and I wish you a very Happy Christmas and look forward to
seeing you in February. We hope that the Re —union Celebration Gala Concert
makes 2007 a very special year, one we will all remember for many years to
come.



